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Hacc habui, quae, Invicationis tuae finem re* 
fpicieas ad Te, Vir Ornatiffime, fcriberem. Una 
eciam cum Epiftoli hac, integrae Ephemerides, 
( quibus nngulorum Dierum Obfervationes meae, 
qua rarione Invitatio tua ferr, confignantur ) Ti- 
bi rradentur, tamquam fpecimen ; ex quo, fi Deus 
dedcrir, uc poft aliquot annos quaedam alia in for- 
iiiam banc colligam, intelligere facile queas, me 
tuae Merhodo in fcribendis obfcrvationibus adhae- 
ilffe. Si quid frugis in Obfervarionibus hifce all- 
quando reperietur, Tibi, tuifque de oprimis Artibus 
mentis tribuendum erit. Vale, 

Patavij, Kal. Jun. 
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V. Jri Account of a ^ook^entltukd^ J. P* Breynij 
M. D. <frc. Hiftoria Naturalis Cocci Ra- 
diciim Tindorij, quod Polonicum vulgb 
audit. 4^"" Gedani, 1731. Cum Figuris 
coloribus nativis pi(Stis. % Richard-Mid- 
dleton Maffey, M. 2). K %^ S. and Honorary 
Fellow of the College of Thyftcians. 

TH E Author (after having briefly accounted for 
the two Kinds of the Cocci Tin^orij now in 
Ufe, viz. that of Tliny colledled from the Ilex^ and 
the American Coccus^ or Cochinif) proceeds to give 
us the Natural Hiftory of the Coccus Tolonicus^ 

which 



( 117 ) 

which he calls Radicum^ becaufe it is chiefly 
found adhering to the Roots of the Polygonum 
Cocciferum^ ^ Kofmaczeh Polonis C B. This he 
takes to be the Polygonum Germanicum^ inca^ 
num^ fore majore perennl Raij. Of which he 
has given a Print with the Cocci^ as they ftick to the 
Roots. 

The Coccus he fays, is found fometimes (ingle, fome* 
times more, even forty adhering to one Plant, of dif- 
ferent Sizes, from a Poppy^feed to that of a white 
Pepper-corn. It is roundim, fmooth, and of a Purple 
Violet Colour, and in a thin Cuticle inclofes a Blood- 
red Succus : One Half or more of it is covered with 
a rough, dark, brown Cruft, by which it adheres 
to the Roots. 

The Countrymen gather it about Mtdfummer^ and 
dry it with a flow Fire in Earthen Platters. 

Several of thefe Cocci he expofed to the Sun in 
open GlalTes, and found that by the x^th of July 
every one, according to its Size, had excluded a fmali 
Worm with fix Feet. That Part which feemed to be 
the Head, had two fliort carnofe Antenna ; for he 
could not perceive with Glaffes any thing like either 
Mouth or Eyes. On the Back Length-ways, were two 
Sulci ^ which were more or lefs vifible, according to 
the different Motions of the Animalculum. Its Feet 
feemed armed with Claws, and the firft Pair flronger 
and darker than the reft. The whole Worm was of 
an obfolete Purple CoJ^nr, and had feveral Briftles of a 
brown Grey. 

** Kofmaczck Pilofella. Hccbario Polofl. 

F f Thefe 
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Thefe, after ten or fourteen Days, lay in a State of 
Reft, and foon became covered with an exceeding 
white fine lanuginofe Subftance j in which Condition 
they continued five or eight Days longer, and then 
laid their Eggs, fifty, one hundred or more a-piece; 
which to the naked Eye appeared but like fo many 
red oblongiflh Points, but with Glaffes looked like 
Ants Eggs, almoft tranfparent, with a diluted Blood* 
red Content. 

Thefe Eggs being again expofed in the Sun about 
Bartholomew-Tide, were hatched a Month after, 
when fome FermkuU were excluded, which in the 
Microfcope appeared to be Hexapods of a purplilh Hue^ 
with two Antenns at their Head, and two greyifti 
Briftles at their Tails, fcarce vifible except upon black 
Paper. 

He fuppofes thefe laft excluded FermkuU^ after 
fome Wanderings, at laft fix themfelves to the Roots, 
and fome of the loweft contiguous Branches of the 
Polygonum^ where being deprived of local Motion 
and Senfe, by fome Way or other they imbibe that 
Smccus from the Plant, and at laft become the Cocf0 
fo called, or Veficles full of that Blood-red Succm 
fo ufeful in Dying. 
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